Book details: “Random Destiny: How the Vietnam War Draft Lottery Shaped a Generation” by Wesley
Abney
ISBN: 978-1-62273-196-1

In his scrupulous compendium of facts, Abney rightly faults the deliberately skewed Vietnam war draft
system that favored the privileged and doomed others. In this vast generation of 27,000 million men,
only 3 million served in the combat zone, so large numbers with deferments were spared. Instead, in
1966, during the largest call-up, and to avoid all out-campus revolt, McNamara’s heinous Project
100,000 lowered the mental test, creating the “Moron Corps” as they were called, who died in Vietnam
in disproportionate numbers. The power in this book lies in vivid reminiscences of more than 160 men
who answered a website request to recount the effect of the lottery on their lives.
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