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Call description for a special issue on: 
Narratives of (In) Security: Nationhood, Culture, Religion, and Gender
Narratives are the stories people construct to make sense of their reality. At a collective level, narratives provide cohesion to and transmit shared beliefs of common origins and identity. They are ontologically interrelated in a network of ideas embedded within a specific cultural and historical context. Some narratives become dominant in a specific context through processes of struggle over political meaning and selective appropriation of certain elements, while other narratives get omitted because they are considered less appropriate. Experience-centered readings of narratives stress the significance of stories for expressing and building both personal and group identity and agency. In working upon available discourses and narratives, we routinely reproduce, critique, justify, or negate social relations through our utterances and writings. Thus, careful attention to narratives facilitates an understanding of how both the political mind and the political society come to be interwoven and mutually constitutive. 
A special issue of Political Psychology will focus on the psychological dimensions of narratives and myths. In particular, contributions to the special issue should ask how identity and agency are constructed and acted upon in relation to narratives of societal and existential security and insecurity. Some of the most significant master narratives of security involve ideas about nationhood, culture, religion, and gender. As narratives, they serve as powerful linkages between past, present and the future as they are told, experienced and sometimes mythologized in conceptions of self and other. The editors especially welcome manuscripts that disclose how narratives of security are mutually related and how they form political identities and act as co-constructors of individuals’ and groups’ self-identity in relation to significant others. We encourage both theoretical and empirical contributions.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: OLE_LINK1]The co-editors of the special issue – Molly Andrews, Catarina Kinnvall and Kristen Monroe – ask that people submit their papers by May 31, 2012. All papers will be reviewed and returned within approximately three months. All revise and resubmits should be returned by November 30, 2012 in order to appear in the June or October 2013 issue of Political Psychology.  


[bookmark: _GoBack]Potential contributors with questions should contact the co-editors:
Molly Andrews at M.Andrews@UEL.AC.UK
Catarina Kinnvall at Catarina.Kinnvall@svet.lu.se
Kristen Monroe at KRMonroe@UCI.Edu
Submission guidelines: Submit all manuscripts to the Political Psychology online submission system at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/pops. Please indicate that the submission is for the Special Issue on Naratives.

Sincerely,
Alex Mintz
Editor-in-Chief
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